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V. Friends News

Welcome to 2010. A lot has happened over this RESTod, so read carefully and catch up
on all our newsThe first Wednesday of the month meetings will novbe at Parks
Victoria, Brimbank Park Visitors Centre starting at 7.30PM. See you at our new meeting

rooms. Members the “Know Your River” Booklet wasyided byMelbourne Water

1%' Anniversary of our Newsletter.
The newsletter received funding fratdELBOURNE WATER this time last year, and what we thought
would be a small venture, is becoming larger eadrtqr.
We are pleased with the increased circulation,thatlour mailing list is growing. Contributions moSimon
Purves, keeping us up to date onMabourne Water Sites,and staff fromParks Vic andMoonee Valley
Council help us to keep you informed.
We would also like to say a huge thank you and arek aboard t@fficeworks Taylors Lakes
(Watergardens) for now aggimg to help with printing 60 copies each quariéiis is one of our new corpor:
sponsors and even with tMelbourne Water Grant again this year our costs could not be coveredowit
this support.
We look forward to keeping you up to date with fetdevelopments, and your contributions to the nettes
would be most welcomed.

WHAT A PARTY?
Our Xmas Party was held on th¥ Pecember at Brimbank Park, and what a wonderfehig. The weath
was perfect and the company was fantastic.
We wish to say a huge thank you to Brooke Ryansaaff of Parks Victoria, for the use of the conference
area, and the staff of theaping Lizard for the wonderful meal.
The usual gang turned up to party the night awlaygawith members who can not always attend every
function.
Life member Marilyn and her husband Gordon traxetlewn from Ballarat for the night and it was great
everyone to catch up with them. We presented 2LiawMemberships to long serving members (see ovef
Page).
Enjoying the evening with us were Michelle Goodigonee Valley Counci] John Bradfordrimbank
Council, Stuart HaleMaribyrnong Council , Lisa DeppelleiTheiss,Ray BlooreParks Victoria
Williamstown, and Martin Forstgereen Corps
We also had members from tRast Keilor Community Garden, Friends of WoodlandsandFriends of
Taylors Creek in attendance.
Please plac®Vednesday 1st December 201 your diaryNOW, and we will confirm details in our
newsletter later in the year. See you all at tieiarg Xmas party!!

A Watarme

The Place To Be
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Don and John at the Avondale Heights Escarpmenkduato

At our annual Christmas break-up on Wednesday Dbee@, 2009 our president Peter
Somerville presented two life memberships.

John Upsher and Don Brogdon, dedicated membersowé&h20 years each, were worthy
recipients of life memberships awarded for themtowing service to the Friends of the
Maribyrnong Valley.

John, who in his former working life at the Deferi@epartment site in West Maribyrnong as
an Industrial Chemist, has spent many hours wrigtigrs to various Government
Departments defending many worthwhile attributethsf site, and presenting our views on
the development of the proposed housing estateaftensive remediation. John’s
contribution as President on many occasions aldtighis knowledge of plants and birds,
has made him a very worthwhile member of our orgion.

Don in his former working life as an Industrial @hist also worked at the Defence
Department Site. Don with his wonderful wry sensawmour and meticulous bookkeeping
skills, has been our Treasurer for the last 20s/gaver the years many photos of the river in
its ever changing moods and seasons have beenligh2on, and added to our photographic
collection.

Both John and Don have liaised with local coundilsl attended local forums to inform and
make the public aware of the issues facing the anel earned the respect of members for
their willingness to take on these positions fa #dvancement of the group.

Congratulations to you both from the committee ar@nbers of F.M.V.
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Presidents Report
We have another year of challenge ahead.

| believe to be fully aware of the diversity thaists in the Maribyrnong Valley; we need to inigat
programmes that will be of interest to the widemoaunity.

During the “summer recess” projects continued. F.Nnformation was updated dvaribyrnong,
Moonee ValleyandBrimbank Council websites. You can also find us on tarks Victoria Activities
Calendar on their website. We now have an entrgherfour community” website, and this provides us
with another source to reach the wider community.

This is all about marketing for future funding amelv members.

In our marketing strategy we have achieved fundingrovide a show bag (with items advertising ud a
our corporate supporters), two vertical bannersvatg activities of members, branded clothing and a
newsletter that is informative and which we prodguoarterly.

Our Xmas break-up at Brimbank Park was well attdrisiemembers and friends.

Two Life Memberships presented and congratulatiori3on Brogdon and John Upsher well earned by
both.

M.C. for the evening was lan Wheeler, as” JeddaiSta fictitious river character”, who presented
surprise item awards to Simon, Michelle Goodingrame, Judy and the Somerville family which addsg
a touch of humour to the nigt

—
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Australia Day Awards
On Australia Day we attended City of Maribyrnongnhcheon where we receivedspecial
CommendationGroup Award for over 20 years of volunteering within the GitfyMaribyrnong.

The surprise of the day was when our Presi@et¢r Somervillewas announced as tkitizen of the
Year 2010.This award to Peter for 30 years of community wiarthe Footscray region, and his ongoin
work to restore the Maribyrnong River to its fornggory was presented by the Mayor Cr. Sel Sanli.
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We have had great news on the last round of gfesits government levels.

Parks Victoria Community Grant provided funding for our 2 fold up tables for qianting days,
our tree books that we provided for the Green Ctrpsworked with us last year and for two fold up
Banners for our community days.

Federal Volunteer Grant.
We have received funding from this grant to provieds to purchase our new printer photocopier and
scanner, new display boards, plastic mugs for oaormounity days and fuel costs for our vehicle.

Melbourne Water Grants. will be advised if successful after we go to press.

The Support Grant helps with Administration costs.

The Promotional and Development Grantprovides funding towards our advertising costg. Ehe
envelope this newsletter has arrived in with ounearinted on the front.

2 Project Grants

The Lily Street Escarpment Stage 2.

The Revegetation of the Maribyrnong River Floodpl8tage 3 between Steele Creek and the Tea Gard

Steele Creek to Canning St. Tea Gardens
Riparian Woodland Stage 2 Melbourne Water Commuity Grant

The 2008/09 plantings are showing good spring/sungravth with about 65-70% survival rate.
Conservation Volunteers Aust. and Green Corps bae& busy carrying out the summer watering and
maintenance program.

The Poa Escarpment is looking very natural anevs FREE of Woody Weeds.

Lily Street Escarpment Stage 1.  Melbourne WateCommunity Grant
The vinca control program was completed in Decembir positive results.
Conservation Volunteers Aust. and Green Corps badertaken the watering and plant maintenance
program over summer.
The Poa cells that were planted in August have grmeredibly (to about 30cm).
Overall the Escaroment to startina to take s

Riverwatch
The F.M.V. is concerned about the level of Riveksaarosion in our current work areas, and alsorothe
areas of concern are:
1. Mel. 28 C8/B9 near Van Ness Avenue
2. Mel. 28 D12/42 D1 Edge Water Estate(dowasiref lake entrance)

3. Mel. 42 E3 Footscray Park (velgse to pathway)
4. Mel. 42 E5/6 Footscray Wharf undenbury railbridge
5. Mel.42 E7 Coode Island McKenRid / Sims St extension. No planting along bank.

The following are current works undertaken alorgylrer:

Canoe launching facility completed near Afton Qtotbridge byMoonee Valley Council

Emergency Sewer relief work progressing\bglbourne Water.

F.M.V has also noticed more private moorings althegriver in the Ascot Vale area. The arrival ofreno
permanent private boats will only add to the stsghe riverbanks.

This newsletter is edited by Lorraine and Judy
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