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’- The Friends of the Maribyrnong Valley wish to shsrik
you to the Hon. Bill Shorten for the use of hisiadffor

our annual general meeting held in August. Ourtpigrseason is coming to
end, and we wish to thank everyone who has helpededicated weekly tea
for their help. We now need the spring rains to edmmake up for the missing winter rains.
The plantings need a little luck and we will keepageful eye on the in the spring to provide
the best possible growing conditions.
The Committee.

XMAS PARTY

See over the page for details. Remember to coryfimare coming in advance.

This year has been a year of excitement as oupgramyes forward with our work in the community.
Our AGM was held on thé™August and we had a good attendance of memberscanhunity
representatives.

Vic Urban set two representatives to inform usudfife community meetings and what they have in
mind for the Defence Site. This was a lively distos as everyone had ideas, but in all we feel that
they again have left with more understanding oftwiafeel will be a healthy outcome for this site.
Alarna Gray from The Living Museum of the West pgd®=d us with a viewing of the tales of the river
that lan Wheeler taped during the Queens Birthdagk&nd. This audio and visual recording will be
available for all to see at the museum at a ladéz.d
The new committee was nominated and are

President: Peter Somerville Vice President: lan Wheeler
Secretary: Maelor Himbury Treasurer: Don Brogden
Community Representatives: Grants Coordinator: Judy Ingram

John Upsher

Lorraine Ratcliffe

Bronwyn Love
A new position of Correspondence Secretary wasddramd Judy Ingram will work with Maelor in
this role.
Supper was taken and again a chance to speak ptedemmMoonee Valley Council, ParksVic.,
Vic Urban, Bill Shorten’s Staff and the_iving Museum of the West.

REMEMBER

Once you have read me | can be passed aroundhiensdb read.
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Presidents Report

As the newly elected President | would lik
to take this opportunity to also say thank
you to our former president John Upsher
on his contribution to the F.M.V. over a
long period of time.

| would like to thank the previous
committee/s and members for their input

and contributions.

The achievements of the F.M.V.
demonstrate the on going success of the
group to foster community focused

Maribyrnong Valley.

and outside of the F.M.V. with the
partnerships between us avdelbourne
Water, Parks Victoria and the councils of
Moonee Valley, Maribyrnong and
Brimbank.

for providing major improvements to the
Maribyrnong River Valley Lineal Park;
also discussion on future development sit
within the valley is of importance to a
sustainable environmental outcome.

Hello there from Parks Victoria

There’s been a change of seasons at Parks
Victoria with the ever helpful Ray Bloore going

and support with their expertise, concerns

environmental and heritage activities in the

Projects have been generated from within

e

This is an important aspect to our operation

es

to Williamstown on a 12 month secondment. We

wish him all the best and look forward to his
return in 2010.

Brooke Ryan, the Ranger in Charge, has returned

from her secondment at Head Office for Parks
Victoria and more recently, her honeymoon
overseas.

| have met most of you at planting days and yo
AGM, but those who don’t know me, my name

ur

is Lisa Freeman and | am the Contact Ranger for

the Maribyrnong Valley Parklands.
I look forward to working with you all and

planning for a busy year within the Maribyrnong

Valley.
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Our long serving president John
Upsher decided that the time has
arrived to stand down from this
position and to sit on the
committee as a community
representative.

John’s leadership over this time
has seen the group’s growth
expand its involvement in the
local community.

John’s ability to communicate the
written word will not be lost as
his new role will provide us with
the opportunity to still use this
valuable skill.

We all wish to say Thank you
John for your dedication and

lnadAarchin ta tha Aranin

v

First Wednesday of the
month at 7:30pm. We meet

in the Maribyrnong Library
Rosamond Road, Maribyrnong.
All welcome to come.

P.O. Box 266 Ascot Vale 3032
maelor@melbpc.org.au
www.fmvonline.com

We meet each week at and the jobs var

from watering new plantings (if no rain),
weeding or some weeks we just pick up
all the rubbish left by not so friendly rive
users. We also work on projects with
Parks Victoria and the Moonee Valley
Council. Never boring and always a
chance to see the large variety of wildlif
along the river. All you need is sturdy
footwear, gloves, a bottle of water and ¢
love of the valley.

We provide you with a cuppa when we
have finished.

If you want to join in the fun just ring
Lorraine on 9317 7718 to confirm time
and location for your interested date.
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XMAS PARY DETAILS

This year the date is Wednesddydt December. In place of our normal meeting we el at the
Vistors Centre at Brimbank Park, Keilor. Cost i4d $ier head for the meal. Starting at 6.30PM
You will need to confirm how many of you are attempand have your money paid by"i8ovember
2009.

As our partnership witibreen Corpshas drawn to a close we would like to take thigsasfunity to
wish all these young people all the very best @irtfuture endeavors. This partnership has beama v
successful joint venture witlloonee Valley Council, Parks Victoriaand the Friends of the
Maribyrnong Valley, under the watchful eye of Simmur contractor and Martin Forster the group’s
supervisor.

These young people have taken many tasks suclmasirgy the dreaded Boxthorn, erected a fence
the escarpment in Avondale Heights spread grawvebalhe fenced triangle on the walking track nea
the Historic Tea Gardens site. Students f@imColumbas Girls Colleg and th&reen Corpslater
combined to plant out several sites with indigengnasses and trees.

The Lily Street escarpment has also been clear8dxihorn and is to be planted with a variety of
Indigenous plants to enhance the remaining vegetalihe area south of Steele Creek has been

prepared and is also being planted with indigemdaists. These plantings could not have taken plac

without the generous supportMtlbourne Water.
Graduation Day was held on®8luly at 5 Mile Creek to present certificates tesi 10 young people
on completing a very successful 6 months trainmgse.

Us and the Green Corps gang along the MaribyrnangrR
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The Friends of Maribyrnong Valley and Green Cogasnt have been busy planting 1,200 trees an
shrubs along the Maribyrnong River. The wildliferedor has been extended and now links the
Poa escarpment with Steeles Creek. In time thigrapt corridor will provide habitat for many

animals that utilize this area. The Serrated Tusaod Fennel Programs have started along the P
Escarpment and will continue into spring.

d

oa

Once again the Friends of Maribyrnong Valley andgarCorps team have planted over 300 trees

and shrubs along the riparian section of SteeleslCiThis section has been planted densely to help

protect the fragile banks and provide importantecder breeding water birds. The removal of many

large Boxthorns has left exposed soil and visuatssdchese areas have been planted to reduce th
risk of erosion and weed invasion. An environmeatadtractor has planted 900 trees, shrubs,
groundcovers and grasses within the steep sedtithre @scarpment.

e

Community Planting Days

We have had a number of community planting days thre planting season including our
18'Saturday.

The planting day on the ®f July was run by FMV and Green Corps with mattgraling including
Matt Kinred fromMelbourne Water, Michelle GoodingMoonee Valley Council),Stuart
Halg(Maribyrnong Council) , Hayley Mackie, Tracey Cassar and Laura Mu(Bhiynbank

Council) along with FMV members and local volunteers.

Also this was the last day that Ray Bloore frBarks Victoria was working with us. He has been
moved to Williamstown and we wish to say thank fRay for all of your support over your time at
Brimbank. Lisa Freeman frofarks Victoria met us for the first time and we look forward to
working closely with her in the coming months.

It was a great day with over 300 plants plantedthecthance for the Green Corps to work with
experts from their field.

Thanks to everyone that made the effort to begfahis day and all our community planting days.
We hope to see everyone at next years planting days
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